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United Distributors rolls out new wine line

By Randy Southerland
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

hen you have a product portfolio that already
includes 3,500 items you might think one
more would hardily matter. When beverage
wholesaler United Distributors Inc. decided
to introduce a new wine it took more than a
year to select the right one and roll out an
educational process to convince its extensive
network of restaurant owners, liquor stores,
and specialty wine shops they needed to add
anewcomer to their inventory.
In this case the goal was to introduce varieties produced by
Teperberg 1870 — Israel's oldest privately owned winery. The

Israeli wines
by the numbers

Export of Israeli wines:
D 2008: $26.7 million
b 2007: $21.1 million
b 2006: $14.8 million
b 2005: $14.6 million
b 2004: $13.7 million
D 2003: $11.3 million
P 2001: $8.01 million

Main importers
of Israeli wines:

1. United States
2. France

3. Holland

4, United Kingdam
5. Canada

6. Germany

Source: "Wines of Isreel,” The
Isrzel Export and Intemational
Cooperation Institute

vintages made by this award-winning
company are not only kosher, but
designed for discerning tastes.

“The goal first and foremost was to
have a modern-style wine coming from
arguably one of the world's oldest
wine-growing areas,” said Michael A.
Venezia, corporate director of education
for United Distributors. “Atlanta is now
one of the most sophisticated wine mar-
kets in the country. It's come a long
way in a relatively short period of ime.
Today’s wine consumer has traveled,
had experiences in fine restaurants
and they look at wine as liquid food
in the glass to complement solid food
on the plate.”

This wine drinker is always looking
for new and different experiences. To
meet those demands restaurants and
stores — the gatekeepers — often ask
United Distributors’ sales agents for
new products to sample. The goal is
often to replace a wine that is not
selling as well as expected or add a new
niche to the menu, such as wines from
a lesser-known wine-producing country.
More than 80 percent of all wines con-
sumed in America come from the West
Coast states of California, Oregon and
‘Washington. The other 20 percent of
consumption originates in Europe,
South America and other nations.

Launching a new product of any kind is always a complicated
process that requires planning and sometimes a little daring.
New products are launched to appeal to a wider audience
by either diverting from the current offering or extending

the brand.

“The two [approaches] are very different,” said John Sheppard,
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